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Instructions for taking a DNA sample
for genetic analysis
using a hair sample

To test an animal for genetic diseases, DNA from the cells of the animal are needed.
A hair sample can be a good source of DNA.
Note: For large animals, a blood sample (EDTA tube) is preferable.
Note: For the Freemartin test, a blood sample (EDTA tube) is necessary.
1. For each animal, label a paper envelope with:
- the date the sample was taken
- the animal’s name or identification
- the owner's name
2. If you have more than one animal to have analysed, be careful to
keep the samples well separated and well identified.
3. For each animal, prepare a piece of 8.5 X 11-inch paper to tape
the hair sample onto.
4. Do not wear powdered gloves during sampling.
5. Select a sample of 30 or more hairs from the mane (or tail for
foals and cattle). Do not take hair that has fallen on the ground.
6. Pull the hair out by the roots and keep dry. Avoid touching the
roots of the hair; the roots of the hair are needed for the DNA
extraction.
7. Place the hair on the 8.5 X 11-inch paper and tape it to the paper,
about 3 inches from the roots. See the photo on the right.
8. If necessary, trim the hair, so that the sample (with roots ) is
about 6 inches long.
9. Fold the paper with the hair sample, insert it into the labelled
paper envelope and seal it.
10. In a shipping envelope, place:
- the paper envelope(s) containing the hair sample(s)
- the completed Submission Form(s) indicating which tests are requested
- the completed credit card information form
11. Send the shipping envelope by regular mail to the address at the top of this page.
Please do not ask for a signature as it delays reception of your sample.
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Questions about DNA tests: Dr. David Silversides 450-773-8521 ext. 8464 (david.w.silversides@umontreal.ca)
Questions about payment: 450-773-8521 ext. 8444

